FEBRUARY 16,

H E

PRESSTV

G D E L T

TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

2026

P R OJ E C T

GEOPOLITICAL BRINKMANSHIP: IRAN, US-ISRAEL ALLIANCE
& REGIONAL CRISES - FEBRUARY 16, 2026

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE & BEYOND: A CRITICAL JUNCTURE IN GLOBAL CONFRONTATION
DAY-AT-A-GLANCE (FEB 16, 2026)

@ GENEVA NUCLEAR TALKS

!%

ENERGY SECURITY AS
ULTIMATE DETERRENT

& VULNERABLE

Iran leverages Hormuz control
and economic shock against US
domestic vulnerability and allies’

oil dependence.

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS)

HEIGHTENED TENSIONS: Hormuz

miscalculation risk at highest since 12-Day War.
GENEVA TALKS: Unlikely breakthrough,

potential cooling-off.

WEST BANK: Israeli mobilization, high
probability of violent clashes (Ramadan).

12-DAY WAR MEMORY
" R“DECEPTION” _

24-HOUR

FAILURE OF INTERNATIONAL
NORMS & RISE OF
“BOARD OF PEACE”

TRANSACTIONAL
DIPLOMACY

GENOCIDE
REPACKAGED
AS “REAL ESTATE
OPPORTUNITY*

Shift to transactional diplomacy,
skepticism of US neutrality &
Western institutions
(“Zionist takeover").

“SMART CONTROL"

@ STRAIT OF HORMUZ NAVAL DRILLS

WEST BANK & GAZA CRISIS

TWO-STATE

:i E SOLUTION

ZA
$25 BILLION
MASTER PLAN

Israel centralizes West Bank control. Critics call
Gaza plan a “colonial project" on a “crime scene”.

HYBRID WARFARE &
THE “DIGITAL MASK"

JANUARY 2026 RIOTS:
MOSSAD/CIA PLOT VS. STATE NARRATIVE

UK POLICE & ISRAELI  EPSTEIN FILES
TECH SURVEILLANCE ~ (BLACKMAIL)

Intense focus on Al, false ﬂa?s,
and infiltration of narratives for
domestic and international
control.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

centralization.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS)

GAZA MASTER PLAN: Formalization, NGO
deregistration, potential “one-state” resistance.
IRAN ALLIANCE: Possible formal Russia-
China-Iran naval alliance if oil choked.

PA COLLAPSE: Imminent with Israeli

“MADNESS” OF RESISTANCE
VS. “RATIONALITY” OF
SUBMISSION

RESISTANCE
(“MADNESS")
SUBMISSION
(SLOW DEATH)
SURVIVAL &

o SOVEREIGNTY %{ﬁ

AXIS OF RESISTANCE
SOLIDARITY

Resistance framed as rational
survival against existential threat;
unifying diverse populations
against “colonizer's tactic".

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS)

STRUCTURAL REALIGNMENT: Iran diversifies
trade via “Ancient Silk Road” & China.
“GREATER ISRAEL” / “GAZA RIVIERA” face
permanent “gorilla insurgency”.

DOLLAR STATUS UNDER PRESSURE from

potential oil shock & BRICS currency.

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS FOR POLICY, PRIVATE SECTOR, & INVESTORS
(&) PRIVATE SECTOR

() povicy

SECURITY: Establish direct diplomatic channels
between US Armada & IRGC to prevent closure.
HUMANITARIAN: Shift policy to immediate care;
“Board of Peace" unequipped for void.
DIPLOMATIC: Assess risk of foreign intelligence
directing national law enforcement.

ENERGY VOLATILITY: Hedge against “binary"
Persian Gulf risk (stabilization vs. $150 oil).
REGULATORY: Complex secondary sanction risks
for firms in regional/Silk Road projects.

GAZA INVESTMENT: Extreme political risk, high

likelihood of “destruction cycles”.

| (&) overaLL

PREPARE FOR PROLONGED
UNCERTAINTY AND POTENTIAL
STRUCTURAL SHIFTS IN
GLOBAL ORDER.
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GEOPOLITICAL BRINKMANSHIP
ACCELERATES AS IRAN ENTERS
NUCLEAR TALKS AMID STREIT OF
HORMUZ NAVAL DRILLS AND WEST
BANK ANNEXATION CRISIS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 16, 2026, marks a critical juncture
in the confrontation between the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and the United States-Israel al-
liance. The day is defined by a paradox of
high-level diplomacy and aggressive military
posturing. In Geneva, Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Abbas Araghchi has arrived for the second
round of indirect nuclear negotiations with
the U.S., mediated by Oman. While Araghchi
claims to bring "real ideas" for a fair deal, the
Iranian narrative remains deeply scarred by
the "12-day war" of Summer 2025 and the
perceived "deception" of previous negotia-
tions. Tehran continues to insist that its ballis-
tic missile program is non-negotiable, framing
it as a vital defensive deterrent against a nu-
clear-armed Israel that it views as an "expan-
sionist regime." (Source, Source, Source)

Simultaneously, the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) has launched "smart control"
naval drills in the strategic Strait of Hormuz.

These exercises are a direct response to the
deployment of a massive U.S. armada, includ-
ing the aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln, to
the region. Iranian officials have emphasized
24-hour intelligence control over the water-
way, explicitly warning that any U.S. or Israeli
military aggression will result in the immedi-
ate closure of the Strait, potentially triggering
a global energy shock. This military signaling
is coupled with a domestic "psychological se-
curity" campaign, as Iran prepares to com-
memorate the martyrs of the January 2026
"foreign-backed" terror attacks, which the
state portrays as a failed coup attempt orches-
trated by the CIA and Mossad. (Source,
Source, Source)

In the occupied territories, the humanitarian
and political situation has deteriorated fur-
ther. Israel’s designation of vast West Bank ar-
eas as "state property" is being condemned by
regional powers—including Egypt, Jordan, and
Qatar—as the final blow to the two-state solu-
tion and a move toward de facto annexation.
In Gaza, despite a nominal ceasefire, Israeli
strikes continue to claim civilian lives, while
the Trump administration’s "New Gaza" Mas-
ter Plan—a $25 billion project to transform
the territory into a "Mediterranean Riviera"—
is being dismissed by analysts as a "real es-
tate opportunity" built on a "crime scene" that
ignores Palestinian self-determination and
aims for permanent population displacement.
(Source, Source, Source)

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

1. Second Round of Indirect Iran-
US Nuclear Talks in Geneva

Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi has initiated
high-level meetings in Switzerland, including
deep technical discussions with IAEA Director
General Rafael Grossi. Iran maintains that the
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talks must lead to the full lifting of sanctions
and must focus strictly on the nuclear issue,
excluding its regional influence and missile
capabilities. (Source, Source, Source)

2. IRGC Smart Control Drills in the
Strait of Hormuz

The IRGC Navy has deployed rapid reaction
units, new offensive/defensive missiles, and
drone units to its Persian Gulf islands. The
drills aim to demonstrate 24-hour intelligence
dominance and the ability to interdict mar-
itime traffic in response to U.S. naval build-
ups. (Source, Source, Source)

3. De Facto Annexation of the West
Bank

The Israeli cabinet has approved the registra-
tion of nearly 950 square kilometers of West
Bank land as "state property." Palestinian au-
thorities and international rights groups like
Peace Now warn this centralizes control,
strips the Palestinian Authority of administra-
tive power, and facilitates massive settlement
expansion. (Source, Source, Source)

4. Criticism of the "Gaza Riviera"
Redevelopment Plan

Jared Kushner’s $25 billion Master Plan for
"New Gaza" has surfaced, envisioning luxury
towers and industrial zones. Critics argue the
plan is a "colonial project" that requires the
displacement of the surviving population and
ignores the ongoing humanitarian catastro-
phe. (Source, Source)

5. Hezbollah Readiness and Criti-
cism of Lebanese Government

Hezbollah Secretary General Sheikh Naim
Qassem declared that the resistance move-
ment does not seek war but is fully prepared
for one. He criticized the Lebanese govern-

ment for focusing on the "sin" of disarming
the resistance while Israel continues to violate
the 2024 ceasefire agreement. (Source,
Source)

6. Internal Security Narrative: The
Failed January Coup

Iranian state media is heavily circulating doc-
umentaries about the "Year of Blood" (January
2026), claiming that riots were fueled by
"Mossad agents" and "masked attackers" in-
tended to topple the state during the after-
math of the 12-day war. (Source, Source,
Source)

7. U.S. Sanctions on Cuba and the
"Maduro Abduction" Fallout

Tehran has condemned the U.S. for "inhu-
mane" sanctions on Cuba following the loss of
Venezuelan oil. This follows the reported "Hol-
lywood-style abduction" of Venezuelan Presi-
dent Nicolas Maduro, which has heightened
regional fears of U.S. interventionism.
(Source, Source, Source)

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Energy Security as the Ultimate
Deterrent

The transcripts reveal a shift in Iran’s deter-
rence strategy from purely military to "eco-
nomic shock" tactics. By emphasizing 24-hour
control over the Strait of Hormuz, through
which 20% of global oil flows, Iran is signaling
that any military strike by the U.S. armada
will immediately result in $150/barrel oil. This
strategy targets the domestic political vulner-
ability of the Trump administration, specifical-
ly the Hispanic and "MAGA" youth votes,
which analysts suggest are sensitive to gaso-
line prices and inflation. Iran is leveraging the


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_070000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_180000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_230000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_110000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_200000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_220000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_050000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_190000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_210000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_023200_SPOTLIGHT
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_153200_Economic_Divide__Gaza_Riviera
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_140000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_200000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_040500_Documentary__Midnight_Fantasies_1
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_043300_Documentary__Midnight_Fantasies_2
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_133200_Eyewitness__Eyewitness_1
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_100000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_110000_World_News_in_Full
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260216_160000_World_News_in_Full

vulnerability of U.S. allies (Japan, South Ko-
rea, India) who import up to 90% of their oil
through the Strait, effectively using the global
economy as a shield against the U.S. Navy.
(Source, Source, Source)

The Failure of International Norms
and the Rise of the "Board of
Peace"

A recurring theme is the perceived collapse of
the United Nations' authority and its replace-
ment by the "Board of Peace," a Trump-led ini-
tiative that includes Prime Minister Ne-
tanyahu but excludes Palestinian representa-
tion. Iranian and regional analysts frame this
as a transition from international law to
"transactional diplomacy" or "gangsterism."
The "Gaza Riviera" plan is the primary exam-
ple of this trend, where genocide and dis-
placement are repackaged as "real estate op-
portunities." The transcripts suggest a deep
skepticism that any diplomatic framework in-
volving the U.S. can be neutral, citing the
"Zionist takeover" of institutions ranging from
the U.S. Presidency to the UK's Crown Prose-
cution Service. (Source, Source, Source,
Source)

Hybrid Warfare and the "Digital
Mask"

The reports highlight an intense focus on hy-
brid warfare, particularly the use of Al-gener-
ated content and "false flag" narratives. Irani-
an media is aggressively debunking Western
reports of mass deaths during the January
2026 riots, using forensic evidence to claim
that casualties were caused by NATO-stan-
dard 5.56 caliber weapons and "double-edged
swords" not used by Iranian security forces.
This is mirrored in the UK, where narratives
suggest that Israeli tech firms have "infiltrat-
ed" British policing to surveil anti-Zionist dis-
sent. The "Epstein files" are also frequently

mentioned as a blackmail tool used by Mossad
to ensure the unconditional support of West-
ern elites for Israeli policies. (Source, Source,
Source, Source)

The "Madness" of Resistance vs.
the "Rationality" of Submission

A philosophical shift is being articulated with-
in the "Axis of Resistance." In a notable ideo-
logical segment, resistance is framed as a "ra-
tional reaction to an existential threat." The
colonizer’s tactic of labeling resistance as
"madness" or "social contagion" is analyzed as
a psychological tool to justify repression. This
narrative aims to unify the diverse popula-
tions of Gaza, Lebanon, and Iran by arguing
that "surrender is a slow death," whereas
"madness" (crossing the occupier’s red lines)
is the only path to survival and eventual
sovereignty. This theme is bolstered by the
47th-anniversary marches in Tehran, which
are used to show a "national solidarity" that
defies Western predictions of regime collapse.
(Source, Source, Source)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect heightened tensions in the Strait of
Hormuz. As the IRGC continues drills and the
U.S. armada maintains its station, the risk of a
miscalculation or a "deception-based" strike is
at its highest since the 12-day war. The Gene-
va talks are unlikely to produce an immediate
breakthrough, but may serve as a cooling-off
period to prevent full-scale war during Ra-
madan. In the West Bank, the mobilization of
additional Israeli battalions ahead of Ramadan
suggests a high probability of violent clashes
in Al-Quds and Salfit. (Source, Source,
Source)

Medium Term (1-6 Months)
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The "Board of Peace" will likely move to for-
malize the "Gaza Master Plan," potentially
leading to the deregistration of the remaining
37 NGOs in the territory. If the U.S. continues
to choke oil supplies to Cuba and Iran, expect
a formalization of a Russia-China-Iran naval
alliance, possibly involving joint permanent
bases or a "nuclear umbrella" for Iran. The
collapse of the Palestinian Authority appears
imminent as Israel centralizes administrative
control over Area C, which may force a transi-
tion toward a "one-state" resistance model.
(Source, Source, Source)

Long Term (1-5 Years)

A structural realignment of the Middle East is
underway. The transcripts suggest that Iran is
successfully diversifying its trade through the
"Ancient Silk Road" and railway links to Chi-
na, reducing the long-term impact of Western
sanctions. The "Greater Israel" project and
the "Gaza Riviera" redevelopment may face a
permanent "gorilla insurgency" that prevents
private investment from materializing. The
dollar’s status as a reserve currency will con-
tinue to face pressure if Iran successfully trig-
gers a Hormuz-based oil shock, potentially
leading to a gold-backed or multilateral cur-
rency system within BRICS. (Source, Source,
Source, Source)

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

1. Security: Diplomatic channels must be es-
tablished between the U.S. armada and the
IRGC Navy to prevent a Hormuz closure. Tra-
ditional UN mediation is being ignored; new
"multilateral" witnesses (Russia/China) may
be required to guarantee any deal. (Source,
Source)

2. Humanitarian: The deregistration of 37
NGOs in Palestine will leave a vacuum that
the "Board of Peace" is currently unequipped
to fill. Policy must shift from "reconstruction"
to "immediate medical and reproductive care"
to prevent a total demographic collapse in
Gaza. (Source, Source)

3. Diplomatic: The "Israelification" of West-
ern judicial systems (e.g., UK police using Is-
raeli tech) is creating a domestic backlash.
Policymakers should assess the long-term risk
to domestic social cohesion when foreign in-
telligence agencies are perceived to be direct-
ing national law enforcement. (Source,
Source)

For Private Sector/Investors

1. Energy Volatility: Investors must hedge
against a "binary" risk in the Persian Gulf. Ei-
ther the Geneva talks succeed, leading to a
stabilization, or a "short, sharp strike" trig-
gers a closure of Hormuz, sending oil prices
toward $150 and disrupting global supply
chains for months. (Source, Source)

2. Regulatory/Compliance: The designation
of the IRGC as a terrorist organization by
more EU members will create complex sec-
ondary sanction risks for any firm involved in
regional transit, infrastructure, or "Silk Road"
projects. (Source, Source)

3. Gaza Investment Risk: While the "Gaza
Master Plan" offers high-upside "Riviera" real
estate opportunities, the political risk is ex-
treme. The lack of Palestinian consultation
and the likelihood of ongoing insurgency sug-
gest that any infrastructure built may be sub-
ject to "destruction cycles" similar to the past
decade. (Source, Source)
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest ex-
periment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the Inter-
net Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine yester-
day's coverage from each television news
channel to tease out the overarching themes
and trends of its news coverage into a richly
annotated thematic analysis. Each high-level
insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends

and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify rel-
evant stories and coverage they might not oth-
erwise have encountered and uncover connec-
tions, emphases and narrative shifts that en-
able more comprehensive reporting and deep-
er, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated us-
ing Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-

chive.org/details/tv.
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