TODAYS TRENDS ON
CAPITOL HILL

FEBRUARY 7, 2026

I & R G D E L T P R O J E C T

FEBRUARY 7, 2026

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: DOMESTIC PARTISAN DIVIDES & GLOBAL ECONOMIC MANEUVERS

LEGISLATIVE DEADLOCKS & STRATEGIC SHIFTS COLLIDE:

A Report on Federal Tactics, Housing Costs, and Global Resources

L IGE
DOMINANCE &
TECH OVERSIGHT

DOMESTIC ENFORCEMENT
& AFFORDABILITY CRISIS

SCHUMER'S
HOUSING AGENDA &
SECTION 1983 PUSH vs.
TRUMP'S PROJECT VAULT
& FORGE PARTNERSHIP

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS: CONFLICTS & INITIATIVES

IMMIGRATION & AFFORDABILITY & STRATEGIC RESOURCE
CIVIL RIGHTS CRISIS ECONOMIC POLICY & TECH OVERSIGHT

]

ICE/CBP TACTICS
UNDER FIRE

Emergency joint hearing on
deaths of U.S. citizens
(Renee Good, Alex Pretti)
by federal agents.

SECTION 1983
AMENDMENT MOVEMENT
Push to end qualified immunity;
legislation to allow civil suits
against federal officers.

MN lawmakers barred from
ICE facility; calls to defund
DHS without strict guardrails
(body cams, mask bans).

DNI GABBARD CRITICIZED
DNI Gabbard criticized - her
presence at domestic FBI raid

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS & THEM

7

PERSONALIZATION OF
FEDERAL AUTHORITY

Blurring lines: DNI in domestic probe,
Treasury Sec. lawsuit, “Trump” branded

programs. Seen as erosion or mandate delivery.

HYPOTHESES & FUTURE LEGISLATIVE OUTLOOK

SCHUMER'S

HOUSING AGENDA
New policy against
predatory investors;

down payment assistance;
scaling modular housing.

DOW JONES

HITS 50,000
Administration cres
“Golden Age” p cri
point to 3% core inflation &
ACA subsidy expiration
"sticker shock”.

NIH “UNIFIED FUNDING”
& GRANT CUTS

Over 1,000 grants terminated
to remove “woke ideology”;
critics fear stalled cancer/
Alzheimer's research.

L

WEAPONIZATION OF
TRANSPARENCY

Data as a political tool: NIH “embargoes,”
Epstein files release vs. dashcams and
whistleblower data on agent misconduct.

ES ACROSS SECTORS

ECONOMIC “FLOORING” AS
DEFENSE MECHANISM

Shift to price stability: Project Vault
mineral floors, rent caps, hospital value
pricing to counter volatility.

$12B PROJECT VAULT
President announces
critical minerals reserve
for supply chains
(countering China).

FORGE PARTNERSHIP
(54 NATIONS)

VP Vance & Sec. Rubio
launch international trade
zone with enforceable
price floors.

AV FRAMEWORK &
TECH MERGERS
Senate debates national
autonomous vehicle
standards (Tesla,
Waymo) and antitrust
of Netflix-WBD merger.

DHS FUNDING , NATIONAL AV “DENMARK"
CLIFF & 1983 » FRAMEWORK » VACCINE MODEL
AMENDMENT PREEMPTION BACKLASH

Temporary funding likely fails without
body cam concessions; coordinated
push to tie funding to civil suit reform.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP: KEY BILLS & HEARINGS (TOOLKIT)

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

42 U.S.C. Section 1983 Amendment (Civil suits against feds) Senate Banking (Economy/Deregulation)

Road to Housing Act (Supply/affordability) Senate Judiciary (Netflix-WBD Merger)

SAVE Act (Proof of citizenship voting) Senate Commerce (AV Standards)

Genius Act (Digital assets framework) Joint Democratic Meeting (DHS Violence)

Stay in Your Lane Act (AV restrictions) Senate HELP (NIH Modernization)

Include Project Act (Down Syndrome research) Critical Minerals Ministerial (FORGE Launch)

HALT Drunk Driving Act (Anti-DUI tech) MN House Dems Presser (ICE Facility Access)
Sen. Warner Presser (Intel Oversight)

Liability and consumer-right-to-sue
clauses will be the key sticking point
for federal standards.

Reduced vaccine schedule poised for
oversight flashpoint if infection rates
rise, intensifying ACIP mandate efforts.
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LEGISLATIVE DEADLOCKS OVER

FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT

TACTICS AND HOUSING COSTS
COLLIDE WITH STRATEGIC SHIFTS
IN GLOBAL RESOURCE DOMINANCE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

February 7, 2026, was defined by sharp parti-
san divides over the Trump administration's
domestic enforcement policies and a major
push for a new Democratic economic agenda
focused on affordability. = Congressional
Democrats convened high-profile hearings
and press events to condemn what they
termed a "campaign of terror" by Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and Customs
and Border Protection (CBP), highlighting the
recent deaths of U.S. citizens in Minneapolis
and Chicago. These events fueled a burgeon-
ing legislative movement to amend Section
1983 to allow civil lawsuits against federal
agents and to end qualified immunity. Simulta-
neously, Senate Majority Leader Schumer un-
veiled the "Opportunity Starts at Home" agen-
da, a comprehensive housing policy designed
to counter the administration’s focus on tariffs
and deregulation, which Democrats argue
have inflated construction costs by over
$17,000 per unit (Source, Source).

On the executive side, President Trump an-
nounced Project Vault, a $12 billion public-
private strategic critical minerals reserve in-
tended to secure manufacturing supply chains
against foreign (primarily Chinese) market
disruptions. This coincided with a 54-nation
ministerial meeting led by Vice President
Vance and Secretary of State Rubio to launch
FORGE, an international partnership aimed
at creating a preferential trade zone with en-
forceable price floors for essential minerals.
In committee rooms, the Senate scrutinized
the proposed $83 billion Netflix-Warner Bros.
Discovery merger and debated a national reg-
ulatory framework for autonomous vehicles,
while Treasury Secretary Bessent and NIH Di-
rector Bhattacharya defended the administra-
tion's "de-politicization" of federal agencies
amidst intense criticism over grant cancella-
tions and the expiration of ACA subsidies
(Source, Source, Source, Source).

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Immigration Enforcement and Civil

Rights Crisis

* Congressional Democrats held an emergen-
cy joint hearing featuring testimony from
survivors and family members of U.S. citi-
zens killed or injured by ICE and CBP
agents, specifically referencing the deaths
of Renee Good and Alex Pretti (Source).

Minnesota lawmakers were denied entry to
an ICE holding facility in Minneapolis, lead-
ing to calls to defund the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) unless strict
guardrails—including body cameras, mask
bans, and an end to roving patrols—are im-
plemented (Source).
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* Legislation was proposed to amend 42
U.S.C. Section 1983 to explicitly include
federal officers, effectively removing the
barrier that prevents citizens from suing
federal agents for constitutional violations
(Source).

* DNI Tulsi Gabbard faced intense criticism
for her presence at a domestic FBI raid in
Georgia; Senate Intelligence Committee
Vice Chair Mark Warner demanded her tes-
timony, citing a violation of the National Se-
curity Act's prohibition on domestic intelli-
gence operations (Source).

Affordability and Economic Policy

* Senate Democrats rolled out a major hous-
ing agenda targeting predatory institution-
al investors, proposing down payment as-
sistance for first-generation buyers, and us-
ing the Defense Production Act to scale
modular housing (Source).

* The DOW Jones Industrial Average crossed
50,000 for the first time, an event the ad-
ministration credited to its "Golden Age"
policies, while critics pointed to lingering
3% core inflation and the expiration of ACA
subsidies as a "sticker shock" for middle-
class families (Source, Source).

* The NIH began implementing a "Unified
Funding Strategy" that centralizes peer re-
view and has led to the termination of over
1,000 grants, which the administration
claims removes "woke ideology" but which
critics say stalls research into cancer and
Alzheimer's (Source).

Strategic Resource and Tech Oversight

* President Trump announced "Project
Vault," using $10 billion in Export-Import
Bank financing to create a strategic stock-
pile of critical minerals for non-military in-
dustrial use (Source).

* Secretary of State Rubio hosted a ministeri-
al for 54 nations to establish "FORGE,"
seeking to build a global trade bloc that
uses tariffs to maintain "price floors" for
minerals, preventing Chinese market flood-
ing (Source, Source).

* The Senate Commerce Committee debated
a federal framework for autonomous vehi-
cles (AVs); Tesla and Waymo urged national
standards to preempt a patchwork of state
laws, while Ranking Member Cantwell cit-
ed concerns over NHTSA staffing cuts and
safety data (Source).

e Antitrust scrutiny of the Netflix-Warner
Bros. Discovery merger focused on the po-
tential for a "monopsony" in creative labor
and the future of the 45-day theatrical re-
lease window (Source).

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Personalization of Federal Authority:
A recurring theme across multiple sectors is
the blurring of lines between the President's
personal interests and official agency actions.
This is evident in the DNI’s involvement in a
Georgia election probe, the Treasury Secre-
tary being questioned over the President's
$10 billion lawsuit against his own depart-
ment, and the rebranding of pharmaceutical
and investment programs with the "Trump"
name (e.g., Trump RX, Trump Accounts). Crit-
ics argue this represents an "erosion of
democracy" and "crony capitalism," while sup-
porters view it as "full voltage" delivery on a
popular mandate (Source, Source, Source).

The Weaponization of Transparency: Both
the administration and its critics are using
transparency as a political tool. The NIH is re-
moving "embargoes" on research to show re-
sults faster to taxpayers, and the DOJ is re-
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leasing 3 million pages of Epstein files to de-
flect from other controversies. Conversely,
Democrats are using dashcams and "whistle-
blower" data to track 470 incidents of federal
agent misconduct, creating a "transparency
war" where data itself is a battleground
(Source, Source, Source).

Economic "Flooring" as a Defense Mecha-
nism: A new economic trend is the move
away from pure free-market floating prices to-
ward "floors" and "reserves." From Project
Vault’s mineral price floors to Democratic pro-
posals for rent caps and "Connecticut Option"
hospital value pricing, there is a bipartisan
(though differently applied) move toward gov-
ernment-mandated price stability to counter
volatility in the global and domestic markets
(Source, Source, Source).

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
LEGISLATIVE OUTLOOK

DHS Funding Cliff and the 1983 Amend-
ment: The temporary two-week funding ex-
tension for DHS is unlikely to hold unless Re-
publicans concede on body cameras or mask
bans. Expect a coordinated Democratic push
to tie funding to the "Section 1983" fix, which
could garner support from civil-libertarian
leaning Republicans like those in the "Gange
of Eight" who recently pressured the DNI on
whistleblower complaints. (Source, Source).

National AV Framework Preemption: Lia-
bility will be the sticking point for the Surface
Transportation Reauthorization. While Chair
Cruz wants a "fast lane" for AVs, the Ranking
Member's focus on ‘"binding arbitration"
clauses in user agreements suggests that any
federal standard will have to include signifi-
cant consumer-right-to-sue provisions to pass
the Senate. (Source).

The "Denmark" Vaccine Model Backlash:
The NIH/CDC shift to a reduced vaccine
schedule based on the "Danish model" is
poised to become a major oversight flash-
point. If infection rates for meningitis or hep-
atitis rise in rural, under-served areas—as
predicted by Chair Cassidy—legislative efforts
to mandate the ACIP (Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices) process will intensify
(Source).

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day was heavy on policy rollouts and
oversight of existing statutes, particularly the
155-year-old Section 1983 and the newly en-
acted "One Big, Beautiful Bill" (OBBB). Law-
makers focused on using the upcoming Sur-
face Transportation and DHS funding dead-
lines as leverage for structural reforms.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* 42 TU.S.C. Section 1983 Amendment:
Proposed to allow civil suits against federal
agents for constitutional

(Source)

* Road to Housing Act: Senate-passed
housing reform currently stalled in the
House; focus on supply and affordability.
(Source, Source)

* SAVE Act: House-led bill requiring proof of
citizenship for federal voting. (Source)

violations.

* Genius Act: Recent law creating a regula-
tory framework for digital assets and sta-
blecoins. (Source, Source)

* Stay in Your Lane Act: Proposed by Sen.
Markey to require AV companies to define
and restrict self-driving to safe domains.
(Source)

* Include Project Act: Bipartisan bill to
codify research for conditions affecting in-
dividuals with Down Syndrome. (Source)
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* HALT Drunk Driving Act: Legislation re-
quiring anti-drunk driving technology in all
new vehicles. (Source)

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Senate Banking Committee Hearing on
the Economy: Secy Bessent testified on
deregulation and Trump's lawsuit against
the Treasury. (Source)

Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Net-
flix-WBD Merger: Examined antitrust con-
cerns regarding content control and labor
power. (Source)

* Senate Commerce Committee Hearing
on AVs: Testimony from Tesla and Waymo
on national safety standards and China
competition. (Source)

* Joint House-Senate Democratic Meet-
ing on DHS Violence: Survivors of ICE/
CBP violence testified about lethal force
and lack of medical care. (Source)

* Senate HELP Committee Hearing on
NIH Modernization: Dr. Bhattacharya dis-
cussed grant cancellations and the new
vaccine schedule. (Source)

Critical Minerals Ministerial: 54 nations
gathered to launch the FORGE partnership
and Project Vault. (Source, Source)

* MN House Democrats Press Confer-
ence: Lawmakers detailed being barred
from an ICE facility and threatened to hold
DHS funding. (Source)

* Sen. Mark Warner Intelligence Over-
sight Presser: Criticized DNI Gabbard for
domestic raid involvement and warned of
election interference. (Source)

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Trends On Capitol Hill is a public
interest experiment in applying deep trend

analysis to the daily business of the United
States Congress to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists,
scholars and Congressional staff better under-
stand the overarching legislative trends,
themes and patterns of Congress.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, we apply Google's Gemini 3 to
deeply examine yesterday's Congressional ac-
tivity to tease out its overarching themes and
trends into a richly annotated thematic analy-
sis. Each high-level insight is connected back
to the original source material, allowing jour-
nalists and scholars to understand the legisla-
tive themes and trends and instantly click out
to the underlying sources for details.

This inaugural report is based on deep analy-
sis of CSPAN, CSPAN2 and CSPAN3 coverage
in collaboration with the Internet Archive's TV
News Archive. It is currently limited to the
Congressional business covered on those
three CSPAN channels and thus may not in-
clude all major Congressional business, may
include activity from previous days that aired
on a later date, and/or may include other ma-
jor federal, state and local governmental busi-
ness. We will continue to refine this report to
incorporate a growing array of Congressional
information sources. This report is entirely
machine generated using Gemini 3 and may
include errors and omissions. Please verify all
findings. No data is used to train or tune any
Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetaruS@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet Ar-
chive's TV News Archive at https://ar-

chive.org/details/tv.
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